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| have worked in journalism and human rights for many years aiming to always give a voice to

the voiceless. Like previous years, | am currently working on field research to document the
targeting of civilians, homes and press offices in Gaza.
Today, | am documenting the killing of children and families, the attempts of dozens of civiliak
fighting to stay alive under the rubble of their used-to-be safe homes, a

-
and traumas among children and teenagers, and | do dozens of interviews with displaced

Jr""""

families whose homes were targeted during Israel’s attack on Gaza.

Photo: Abedelrahman Alkahlout

There is no much difference from the three previous military attacks on Gaza, excem
thing; Today | was among those whom | documented and phetographed. | ran with them and
screamed in search of my little daughter, and fled my home after an. Israeliwarplane targeted
my building. This time, | was both the researcher who documented the violatiO];T and -’M‘ctim
who faced it. I' '

The military attack lasted for 11 days, during which we experienced unprecedented and
continuous bombardment that could not be justified by “militafznecessity”. There is nothing
necessary in inflicting such a real tragedy to more than two million people, half of whom are
children, nor to destroy entire residential towers and target whole families in their homes.
The attack has finally ended. Today, my 3-year-old daughter Sophie and I are still trying to live
normally while going through PTSD like the vast majority of Palestinians in Gaza, and | rm
desperately trying to make her forget the sounds of bombs and the horrifying images ef blood

and destruction. The attack has ended, but the conflict within each of us is still at its"peak.

Mariam Dawwas o

A mother and field researcher at the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Mo Mariam Daww@8) Euro-Med Monitor’sfield resegr_c':herbtleei.pg her home

uilding was targeted by Isragliirstrikes. T
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«Mankind
owes to the
child the best

It has to give

Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959)
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About

%50

of the two-million-people in the Gaza Strip are children

under the age of 15, and 49% are female.

During Operation “Guardian of the Walls” in the Gaza
Strip, Israel carried out disproportionate attacks
against densely populated residential neighborhoods

with the majority (75%) being children and women.
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«l canno imagine w at the v

- ~for my child Omarwhen he grows up, knowun

that he lost his mother and all his siblings in

Photo: Mohammed Al Thalathini

one night. How will a child who has lost all

sources of safety in his life live?»

— Muhammad al-Hadidi, about his 5-month-old child, the sole survivor
of his family during an Israeli bombing of a house in the al-Shati refugee
camp, west of Gaza City (May 15, 2021).
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hammed Assgjt

[ et chlldren were dlsplaced toUNRWA
schools or relatives>: homes during

the Israeli attack.
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Prior to the military

| attack, about

33% of
children
In Gaza

needed support as

a result of trauma caused

by previous attacks.
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Today, about

%91.4 of
children in Gaza

suffer from some form of conflict-related trauma.”
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«He lost
brother I
that day,
suddenly s

eing his
nd since
trangely;
laughing,

or crying When he

sleeps, he k “shouting his brothens

name throughout the night.»
Shaima Khalifa about her son Mutassim Khalifa, 12 years old, who

saw the body of his brother Yahya, 15 years old, in pieces on the

ground, after he was killed by an Israeli airstrike (May 13, 2021).
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Photo: Salem Qudieh
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children!” have a hard time accessing

_. r because due to the damage

i

of'wells, groundwater, desalination
pla fts and sewage treatment plants

e

We

a result of the bombing.
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37,000

women and girls have been displaced

to UNRWA schools or their relatives> homes."

les/resource-pdf/Situation_Report_No.1_Palestine.pdf
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Nearly

2,500"

preghant women
to give Dbirth

next three months.  wi
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Abu Elouf

: Samar

suffer complications

childbirth®.mostly as
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1 https://www.unfpa.org/sites/defauIt/fiIes/resource-pdf/Sift]gtibn_Repoﬂ‘_ Ja J‘: )
Palestine.pdf = =,






